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Ajiyoshi Futagoyama Kofun (Tumulus)

Futagoyama Park is located in westemn Kasugai, just south of Loop Road 2. The
Ajiyoshi Futagoyama Kofun in the park is a keyhole tumulus measuring 94
meters long, making it the largest such burial mound in Kasugai. Other mounds
include the Hakusan Shrine Kofun and Otabisho Kofun, and Futagoyama Park,
surrounded by three tumuli, has been named one of the 100 best historical
parks in Japan as a site where one can encounter ancient history.

The park is situated beside the tumuli and a display hall (for haniwa burial
figurines) and features a slide and other playground equipment for children to
enjoy, thereby presenting a mysterious space where relics from 1,500 years in
the past intermingle with the modem.

Archaeological excavations conducted in 1991 and 1992 unearthed a large
number of clay haniwa burial figures and articles of unglazed sueki pottery.
These are believed to have been fired at the Shimohara kiln ruins also located in
the city of Kasugai, then transported via the Kiji and Hatta rivers here to Ajiyoshi.
At the Haniwa Matsuri (Haniwa Festival) held every fall, clay replicas of haniwa
made by local residents are fired out of doors, and are placed along the banks
of the waterways where they are thought to have been transported in the past.
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Shimohara Kiln Ruins

The Shimohara kiln ruins are found in the hilly region in the northwest
part of the city (Higashiyama-cho) Archaeological excavations
conducted in 1989 and 1990 identified ten kiln and ash-bed sites. At
present, five kiln sites are preserved locally.

Some 1,500 years ago, these kilns were used to fire unglazed sueki
pottery as well as haniwa, which were then distributed far and wide.
sueki style haniwa are unusual, and have been found almost
nowhere else in Japan. Items identical to the articles was made with

this kiln have also been excavated at the Futagoyama Kofun and other
burial mounds, making the site academically important as an example
where the production site and the distribution sites are clearly known,
and the location has been designated a historical relic by the city.
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Bt Pagoda at Mitsuzoin Temple

Mitsuzoin Temple

The Buddhist temple of Mitsuzoin is located about a 20 minutes' walk
southeast of JR Jinryo Station. The temple was founded in 1328 by
Buddhist priest Jimyo Shonin. Formally named "lozan Yakushi
(Bhaisajyaguru) Temple Mitsuzoin," it once served as the main temple
of the Tendai sect in the province of Owari, with more than 700
branch temples, and having over 3,000 monks in ascetic training.

The pagoda, reminiscent of the temple's heyday, was erected in the
Muromachi period (ca. 1336 to 1573). Many temples in the Tendai
sect of esoteric Buddhism have pagodas, but this one is unusual in
incorporating forms of Zen Buddhism, and has been recognized as an
Important Cultural Treasure by the national government.
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Utsutsu Shrine

National Route 19 runs to the east and west from Kasugai, and
Utsutsu Shrine lies to the east along this road, just before reaching
the city limits of Tajimi. This is an ancient shrine listed in the Engishiki
Jinmyocho (an ancient list of the names of shrines) compiled in the
early Heian period (ca. AD 967). The main deity celebrated is
Takeindane, with Yamato Takeru and Miyazu Hime also enshrined
here. The shrine pavilions are built in the Gongen style, which
members of the Tatekawa clan of master carpenters constructed in
the late Edo period (mid-1800s).

The garden on the hill behind the main shrine building is in the
strolling-garden style with a forest-and-spring layout, and is said to
have been made by the famed Buddhist priest Muso Soseki (1275 to
1351). It was created making use of level areas and steep slopes,
skillfully incorporating natural crags. The grandeur of three giant
rocks, the appearance of the round pond, and other qualities create a
world of incalculable beauty. Together they are listed as designated
cultural assets of the prefecture.
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Shitakaido Road

The Shitakaido road was an adjunct to the main highway (Uwa-kaido)
running from Nagoya to the Fushimi-juku Station on the Nakasendo. It
was a branch route that flowed from Nagoya through Kachigawa,
Toriimatsu, Sakashita, and Utsutsu to the Oi Station of the
Nakasendo in Mino. This route served as a shortcut to Shinshu from
the area near Nagoya Castle, and was also known as the Zenkoji
Kaido.

Unlike major thoroughfare routes such as the Nakasendo, the
Shitakaido was not a road established by legal decree, and was
instead intended for use by the common people. Walking along this
road today affords a glimpse into the lives of the common people of
the past. The ambience of the structures along the route may have
changed since the days of its foundation, but many buildings and
cultural assets are preserved within the city of Kasugai, and offer hints
as to how the route appeared in times past.

Cold-Bottom Jizo Statue
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Kachigawa Buddhist Proselytism
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