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Unearthed articles from Futagoyama Kofun

Life style in the ancient past

Kasugai City laid at the bottom of so called "Tokai
Lake" 5,000,000 to 2,000,000 years ago. It was
only 10,000 to 6,000 years ago that the present
geographical features were formed. At that time
people began hunting. Stone tools and earthenware
were made and at last rice planting was begun along
the Shonai River about 2,300 years ago.

Ajiyoshi Kofun (old burial mound)and
Futagoyama Kofun

In the 5th century, some powerful tribal chiefs
appeared and many burial mounds were constructed
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ZFILHE(ET) Futagoy;ma Kofun

around Ajiyoshi district. Futagoyama Kofun,
constructed early in the 6th century, is an ancient
burial mound, square at the head and rounded at
the foot with a total length of 94m, which scale is
ranked as one of the five biggest burial mounds
within Aichi prefecture. It is said that this might be a
burial mound of the person who had connections
with the Imperial Family. The Haniwa(clay
image)arranged around the burial mound hill was
baked in the Sue Kiln at Higashiyama-cho.
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Sueki pottery production begins

Sueki pottery was brought to Japan in the 5th
century from the Korean peninsula, and included
new techniques such as the kiln and pottery wheel
for the production of this grey, hardened pottery.
Sueki production with in Kasugai is seen as early for

the prefecture, starting with the Shimohara
excavation zone around the end of the Kofun period
(early 6th century). Due to being favorably situated
with clay and wood, it is believed that kiln production
spread quickly from Shimohara, to the Toka-en,
Shiomizaka, and Kozoji areas.
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Portait of Onono-Tofu

Birth of Onono Tofu

It is said that Onono Tofu (also known as Onono
Michikaze), who represents one the finest
calligraphers of the Heian period, was born in
Matsukawado, and his traditional birthplace is
recognized as a prefectural historical site. Onono is
famous for writing characters differently than had
been done previously, tranquil and beautiful like
Japan, creating a Japanese style of writing. His
works have continued to have a great impact on the
way calligraphy is done throughout the nation.
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FEBR% EEE Mitsuzoin Pagoda
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Yakushi Nyorai wooden statue at
Mitsuzoin Temple

Mitsuzoin Temple

This temple was constructed in 1328 by Jimyo, the
Holy Priest to reconstruct the declining Owali Tendai
Sect. More than 3,000 priests trained themselves
here. As many as 700 branch temples can be found.
The sacred Buddhist statue "Yakushi Nyorai", built by
Jikaku Taishi, is designated as an Important National
Cultural Asset. The pagoda which is also an Important
Cultural Asset was built during the early Muromachi
Era where the Zen Sect style is peculiar.
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A& %t FEE Utsutsu Shrine Garden

Utsutsu Shrine

In Utsutsu Shrine, built in the early Heian Era,
Takeinadane-no-Mikoto and Yamatotakeru-no-Mikoto,
ancestors of the Owari Family were enshrined here.
The shrine has been widely professed as a guardian
god of 33 villages in Shinogiso, the largest manor in
this area. The workmanship on the main building
belongs to the noted Tatekawa Clan of carpenters.
The flowing landscape garden where natural rocks at
the back side hill are skilfully utilized is said to be
made by Muso, the Most Reverend Priest and is
designated a famous site by Aichi Perfecture.
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Recent history
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Toriimatsu Hondori at the time Kasugai became a city in 1943
(Shita-kaido)

Uwa-kaido and Shita-kaido

Two main roads, Tokaido and Nakasendo, were
connected by two local roads. One of the local roads
was Uwa-kaido. It was constructed to connect Kiso
and Nagoya, and officially designated by the Owari
clan. Mile posts counted from Temma-cho as a start
point were established and officially appointed inns
were settled along the way.The feudal lord of Owari
during the Edo Era often traveled via the Uwa-kaido
and Nakasendo route during the alternate-year
residence in Edo, because he could observe the
state of his territory with his own eyes.

Another local road was Shita-kaido. This road, which
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Tomb of Jubei Kato

ran almost parallel to the present Route19, was
cheaper in travel fees and shorter in distance,
there-fore it was mainly used by the common people.
In the Edo Era,Shita-kaido was more crowded than
Ue-kaido due to the coming and going of the
merchants traveling with their goods as well as
people visiting the Ontake or the Zenkoji Temple.

Reclamation of new rice fields using irrigation
canals and ponds

Reclamation of new rice fields was encouraged in the
Edo Era. Reclamation was advanced also in Kasugai,
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Kt Oo-ike

but the shortage of water was a serious problem. As
a countermeasure, irrigation canals were constructed
everywhere. Jubei, a village headman commanded
the construction of Takagai Canal to draw water off
the Shonai River. He raised funds from the clan with
risk of his life. His accomplishment has been praised
from generation to generation.

It is recorded that there were 53 irrigation ponds in
Kasugai during the Kanbun Era.This fact indicates
that a considerable number of new rice fields were
reclaimed using irrigation ponds. Existing Oo-ike at
Nishiyama-cho and Ochiai-ike at Higashino-cho are
examples of these ponds.

D ————

[z 7 1y
Al i ih
I I I
i9 f IS
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
9 9 9 9 9 9 9 8 8
4 3 2 2 1 1 0 9 8
1 1 5 3 4 0 4 4 9
L) TR R R L N E 3R A OO B [ A S-S S & | B/ (3
Lo S A F 1 BB 1o 1k ~ F Z H Ao I~ ok L2 R I S Vi S 0 1= A 11l b A
ES NFEsH 9~ 9 %9 %y 1K 23 5 R ML B9 R AN - BH A 8% B
5T BH 22 mp 2 g 2 @ 9 iz £ TOK 90 WO E®  ~1 B 8 ETH
1 W TELTMT ¢ 24 025, 2% =k g 1 - ® O T % 0™ 3T 1o © T E gk
9 0 9 W 9 fh) T g -2z 2 & 1w o MR K 2 & ] # 8 & 2o &
3 g 34020 g2 T g # 9 m a5 F - T # < hox 9 D) T o5
2 B 0 7 8 i o & nr i g M > B S W 3 16 2T
T i 4T H & % = & <z HoE e % % B& 17 » I
A i L B P A H H PN
N 2l % 0 ;= = o 4
Fes 5 E A PN 1% ik i E
L % % 5 2 9 it A G I i
4 7 il % 5 1% —~ —~
78 It %) 8 Kk ] ] bt
I S 1 5 1 1 b3
S % a7 9 8 %)
3 : 0 9 %
s 5 i

57



»
Modern times

JRARAHR (E K FF)

JR Chuo Line(age of Japanese National Railways)
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Construction of Chuo Line

It was in1900 that the railroad was opened in
Kasugai. The Chuo Line was laid down from Nagoya
to Tajimi along the Shonai River and Kachigawa and
Kozoji Stations were constructed. After that Jokoji
and Toriimatsu Station (currently Kasugai Station)
were constructed in 1924 and 1927 respectively.By
virtue of the opening of the railroad, agricultural
products, silk worm cocoons, polishing sand, etc.
which had previously been transported by coaches
or large carts were sent out by train. In turn, fertilizer,
tiles and charcoal were transported from Nagoya.
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The coming and going of people became more
frequent and travel became particularly convenient.

Kasugai City developed as a satellite city of
Nagoya after the war.

Entering into the Showa Era, Japan rushed towards
the war. Munitions factories (Arsenal) were built in
Kasugai one after another. The construction of
Torii-matsu in 1939 was the beginning. The
population increased rapidly. In June of 1943 during
the Second World War, the four towns and villages
of Kachigawa-cho, Takagi, Toriimatsu and Shinogi
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Toriimatsu Station(Current Kasugai Station)
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Kozoji New Town first occupation(1968)

Village consoli-dated to make Kasugai City.

In 1945 the war ended. Kasugai City invited various
enterprises to assist in the reconstruction of the city
as an inland industrial city. In the latter part of the
1960's, as a satellite city of Nagoya, Kasugai City
promoted land readjustment projects, such as in the
development of Kozoji New Town.
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